A pilot study of weekly docetaxel therapy for recurrent ovarian cancer, tubal cancer, and primary peritoneal cancer.
We investigated the efficacy and toxicity of salvage chemotherapy with weekly docetaxel for recurrent ovarian cancer, tubal cancer, and primary peritoneal cancer after treatment with regimens containing platinum or paclitaxel. The 15 subjects were managed as outpatients and received at least two courses of docetaxel therapy (35 mg/m2 on days 1, 8 and 15). Antitumour activity was assessed radiologically and from the CA-125 level. Among five patients with measurable lesions, one showed partial remission and three showed stable disease. Based on CA-125 levels, there were three partial remissions and five patients with stable disease (progression-free survival was 7.5 months and 7.6 months, respectively). During 61 courses, the severe toxicities were grade 3 leukopaenia/neutropaenia (6.7%) or grade 2 oedema and pleural effusion (13.3%). Weekly docetaxel may be useful salvage chemotherapy for recurrent ovarian cancer, tubal cancer, and peritoneal cancer, especially as tumour dormancy therapy.